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police officials responsible for this heinous 
crime has ever been punished. All the Indian 
government has done is transfer them to other 
police stations, where they can find new vic-
tims to torture. 

According to ‘‘The Politics of Genocide’’ by 
Inderjit Singh Jaijee, the Indian government 
has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984, 
over 200,000 Christians in Nagaland since 
1947, over 75,000 Kashmiri Muslims since 
1988, and thousands and thousands of Dalit 
‘‘Untouchables,’’ Tamils, Manipuris, Assam-
ese, tribal people all in pursuit of ‘‘Hindutva’’— 
a Hindu state, society, and culture. Last year, 
a government official was quoted as saying 
that everyone who lives in India must either be 
a Hindu or be subservient to Hindus. That is 
not democracy, Mr. Speaker. It is theocracy. It 
takes more than elections to make a democ-
racy; it takes genuine respect for basic human 
freedoms. 

I have serious misgivings about current U.S. 
plans to resume arms sales to India. We 
should very cautious in considering such an 
aid resumption, especially given India’s terrible 
human-rights record. We should also support 
a free and fair plebiscite on independence in 
Khalistan, Kashmir, Christian Nagaland, and 
all the countries seeking their freedom from 
India. This is the best thing we can do for 
freedom, peace, prosperity, and stability in 
South Asia. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to place an article 
from Burning Punjab on the detention of Mrs. 
Khalra into the RECORD at this time. 

[From the Burning Punjab News, Nov. 2, 

2001]

MRS. KHALRA HELD

(Our Correspondent) 

Amritsar, November 2—The police today 

early morning arrested Mrs Paramijit Kaur 

Khalra of the Khalra Mission Committee to 

prevent disturbance of the peace in the state. 

She reportedly was arrested at 4:30 a.m. 

hours before the arrival of the Prime Min-

ister at 10 a.m. today reportedly from her 

residence here. The police also rounded-up 

six others, including Kirpal Singh Randhwa 

PHRO vice-president. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PORTER J. GOSS 
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2001 

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, on the afternoon of 
November 14, I had to depart early for a pre-
viously scheduled meeting at the White 
House. As a result, I was not able to be 
present for rollcall votes Nos. 439 and 440. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ 
on both measures. I request that this state-
ment appear at the appropriate place in the 
RECORD. 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT CORNEL 

NELSON OF ILLINOIS 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2001 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, it was with great 
sadness that I learned last night of the death 
of one of the giants of the labor movement in 
Illinois—Robert Cornel Nelson. Bob died in his 
sleep on November 7, 2001, just two days shy 
of his 52nd birthday. He was laid to rest today 
in Glenwood, Illinois. 

At the time of his death, Bob Nelson was 
national vice president of the American Fed-
eration of Government Employees’ (AFGE) 
seventh district, which encompasses Illinois, 
Michigan and Wisconsin, and was recently 
elected to the position of vice president of the 
Illinois State AFL–CIO. 

Bob began his union career as a member of 
AFGE’s local 375 at the Railroad Retirement 
Board, and throughout the years, he held a 
number of union offices, including second vice 
president, first vice president, and ultimately, 
president. 

From 1974 to 1980, Bob also served as 
president of the Chicago Area Council of 
AFGE locals and in 1974 was elected presi-
dent of the AFGE Railroad Retirement Board 
Council—a position which he held until he was 
elected to the seventh district national vice 
president’s position in October 1986, and was 
reelected to that position five times. 

As national vice president of the seventh 
district, Bob sat on AFGE’s national executive 
board and chaired both the legislative and 
legal rights committees. Every two years, Bob 
held a legislative breakfast here in Wash-
ington, where the AFGE members from his re-
gion would come to Congress to press their 
legislative agenda. But, Bob was active and 
engaged in the legislative process 365 days of 
every year. 

This past summer, I reconstituted the First 
Congressional District’s Labor Task Force and 
convened a meeting on a very warm day in 
Chicago. Bob was one of the first union rep-
resentatives to confirm his attendance and he 
was there, struggling to walk with a leg brace 
and a walker that was the result of earlier sur-
gery on his leg. He was looking forward, he 
said, to getting out of the brace and walker, to 
be able to get on with his union’s business 
and the business of the larger labor family at 
his previous speed. Bob’s previous speed 
often rivaled the speed of light, and even with 
the leg brace, we struggled to keep up with 
his pace. 

Mr. Speaker, I will greatly miss Bob’s dedi-
cation, unfailing humor and support. My pray-
ers and heartfelt condolences go out to his 
wife, Judy, and his brother, Ron, and his chil-
dren: Robert, Jr.; Aaron; Daron; Eric; Cornel; 
Erica; and Shannon. 

Chicago, and the Nation, have lost a labor 
giant. 

BEST PHARMACEUTICALS FOR 

CHILDREN ACT 

SPEECH OF

HON. DOUG BEREUTER 
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 13, 2001 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member 
wishes to comment on H.R. 2887, the Best 
Pharmaceuticals for Children Act, and would 
like to command the distinguished gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. GREENWOOD, the 
sponsor of this bill, and the distinguished gen-
tleman from Louisiana, Mr. TAUZIN, the Chair-
man of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for bringing this legislation to the 
House Floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, this Member is unaware of any 
Member of Congress who opposes the appro-
priate testing, evaluation and proper labeling 
of prescription drugs for use in children. We 
need to ensure that medicines are safe and 
effective for both children and adults. The only 
question for debate is how to accomplish this 
critical public health objective. 

As you are aware, the Best Pharmaceuticals 
for Children Act would continue a program that 
grants prescription drug companies an addi-
tional six-month patent exclusivity, as an in-
centive for them to test their drugs on children. 
While pediatric exclusivity has resulted in an 
increase in the number of pediatric drug stud-
ies and has provided valuable information to 
pediatricians about how to use drugs in chil-
dren, this Member is concerned about the cur-
rent law for several reasons. 

Most importantly, the law has imposed high-
er prices on consumers because it delays the 
introduction of lower-priced generic drugs for 
an additional six months. This Member is also 
concerned that the pediatric exclusivity provi-
sion provides substantial incentives to drug 
companies to test drugs that have high sales, 
particularly among adults, rather than those 
drugs which pediatricians need more informa-
tion. It appears that brand name drug compa-
nies are receiving six months of exclusivity for 
testing a drug on children, even when that 
testing is of minimal value because it is for an 
indication that rarely occurs in children, such 
as ulcers, hypertension, or Type II (adult- 
onset) diabetes. However, there seems to be 
adequate provisions which would cause com-
panies to initiate such testing to gain an addi-
tional six-month patent exclusivity only upon 
FDA request. 

Furthermore, pediatric exclusivity provides 
little incentive to test drugs that are still under 
patent, but do not result in high profits. It ap-
pears that pediatric exclusivity leaves many 
drugs unstudied in children, because the drug 
companies believe they will not make enough 
from six months of additional patent protec-
tion. 
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